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HOLY GHOST on the day of Pentecost. It occurs ten days after Holy Thursday, or Ascension Day. The reason of this day being called Whit-Sunday, or more properly White-Sunday, is, because on this day, being a remarkable time for baptism, the catechumens, who were then baptized, as well as those who had been baptized before at Easter, appeared in the ancient Church in white garments. It has also been thought that the name was symbolical of those vast diffusions of light and knowledge which were then shed upon the Apostles, in order to the enlightening of a world then in the darkness of superstition and idolatry.
WORD, THE. The only-begotten SON of the FATHER, the uncreated WISDOM, the second person of the most HOLY TRINITY, equal and consubstantial to the FATHER. St. John the Evangelist, more expressly than any other, has opened to us the mystery of the WORD of GOD, when he tells us, " In the beginning was the WORD, and the WORD was with GOD, and the WORD was GOD.   The same was in the beginning with GOD.   All things were made by HIM, and without HIM was not any thing made that was made."    The Chaldee paraphrasts, the most ancient Jewish writers extant, generally use the name MEMRA, or WORD, where Moses puts the name JEHOVAH.    In effect, according to them, it was MEMRA who created the world ; who appeared to Abraham in the plain of Mamre; and to Jacob at Bethel.   It was MEMRA to whom Jacob appealed to witness the covenant between him and Laban.   The same WORD appeared to Moses at Sinai; gave the law to the Israelites; spoke face to face with that lawgiver; marched at the head of that people;  enabled them to conquer nations, and was a consuming fire to all who violated the law of the LORD. All these characters, where the paraphrast uses the word MEMRA.,   clearly denote Almighty GOD.   This word therefore was GOD, and the Hebrews were of this opinion, at the time that the Targum was composed.
WORSHIP. Besides the usual application of this term to the supreme homage and devotion due only to the Divine BEING, it is occasionally used in the Bible and Prayer Book, to denote honour, respect, and reverence to men. Thus, in the 84th Psalm it is said, that